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ωDescribe CSI



Safe and healthy HOME

Clean Public spaces

Access to quality food that is affordable

Access to good hospital nearby

Quality jobs

Transportation system that can get you to all of these things

Good schools, etc.

These things make an intricate web that cumulatively contribute to the health of 
people and of whole communities. Beyond just the healthcare institutions.



Yet, as we know communities of color suffer from health disparities as a result of how 
they are positioned poorly in these systems and institutions. How do we explain this 
dynamic, and understand it in a way that leads us to solutions?
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ωStructural racism is the way our public and private institutions interact that create
pathways and barriers to opportunity. These barriers and opportunities are not neutral 
across race. In fact, they produce racial disparities. 
ωStructures often invisibe, reinforcing disinvestment and disparities, without mal-intent 
necessarily

ω²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ άǊŀŎƛǎƳέ ǿŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ intentionalindividual acts 
ƻŦ ōƛŀǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊŜŀƭΣ ōǳǘ structural racism occurs even unintentionally and even 
well-intentioned.

ωThe way these institutions ςeducation, the economy, the environment ςoperate are 
not in isolation of one another. They operate interacting with one another, often 
reinforcing patterns.

ωi.e. how you decide to purchase a house. What that says about the 
neighborhood and opportunity structures.

ωPeople of color are, more often than not, positioned poorly in these structures.  
ωNear the worst schools, far from jobs, near environmental hazards, worst 
access to good and healthy affordable food.

ωBut it is important to understand that structural racism harms everyoneby shrinking 
the tax base, under-funding public services, creating social tension, limiting economic 
growth, etc.

ωIt is also a tool that can tell us how and where to enter in our advocacy fights- what 
ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƛȄƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƎƻŀƭǎΤ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎΦ όLŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
basement leaks, you might go to the basement to seal it. The problem might be the 
roof- new roof or gutters).

ωQuestions for calling out SR: How are communities of color being harmed, 
disproportionately to others? What policies (themselves or implementations) need to 
exist or adjust to take that into account


